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848 Geographical Literature and Maps 

Tibet by way of Kashmir. He chose this way of reaching India in order that 
he might give particular attention to the desert physics in so far as they may 
shed light on the problem of desiccation which has so greatly engaged the at- 
tention of the geographers of inner Asia. 

After a false start at Batum he began his journey at Trebizond. From 
that ancient stronghold as far as Teheran he was restricted to well-known 
highways. Thenceforth he was able to pick routes where no European had 
gone before; thus, to his particular research he was able to add a new route 
which will tend to open up more of the wastes of Persia and Baluchistan to the 
record of our maps. His route led him by way of the great Kevir through 
Kuhistan and Seistan and through the land of the Baluchi to the Indian rail 
head at Nushki. 

Soon after leaving Teheran he entered the great Kevir (salt waste) and 
followed its southern and western edge for many marches. Twice he crossed 
the Kevir solely in zeal of exploration, for the traverse was uncomfortable and 
might at any moment have become perilous if the rain, which was not withheld; 
had lasted for the brief space which would have turned its mud flats and salt 
flats into quaking bog. No such extensive study has ever been made of this- 
formation so characteristic of eastern Persia and so important in the study of 
desiccation phenomena. The tracing of contours of equal altitude shows that 
these present salt bogs occupy the sites of lake beds. The same is observed to- 
be true of the similar beds of playa in the plateau of Nevada, disjoined frag- 
ments of the Bonneville formation. Beyond this initial fact there is great 
uncertainty. Hedin shows that much of the kevir appearance is best explained 
on the theory that it is a mass yet plastic. In an epoch of higher precipita- 
tion (and he cannot find that such was the case much later than the ice age) 
these kevirs were lakes, commonly without exit or soon sinking below the level 
at which outflow is possible, therefore becoming eventually salt lakes. They 
have been acted upon by steady evaporation tending to reduce their water level 
from above and by seolian portage of dust equally tending to reduce the water 
space from below by the sinking of the particles. On the other hand, they have 
had accretion from torrents in time of rain and these torrents have brought 
down great freight of denudation material from the bare ravines through 
which they course. These changes are so slow as to be secular. There is no 
evidence that, in any historical period, have the kevirs been other than they 
now are. William Chuechill. 

Gaza : A City of Many Battles (Prom the family of Noah to the pres- 
ent day). By T. E. Dowling. 120 pp. Ills., index. Soc. for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, London, 1913. 2s. 7% x 5. 
An outline history of this famous place in Palestine to which many refer- 
ences are made in the Old Testament, though the New Testament has only one- 
reference to it. The literary sources down to the present time are also quoted; 
and more extended description of the town of to-day is given in the concluding 
forty pages. 

America and the Philippines. By Carl Crow. xi and 287 pp. Ills, 
Doubleday, Page & Co., New York, 1914. $2. 8% x 5%. 
A competent and informing book on these islands, our relations to them, 
what we have been trying to do for the people and what we have really accom- 
plished. In the author 's opinion, if America should withdraw from the islands, 
ten years would wipe out all trace of her occupancy other than the buildings 
erected. 

The Philippine Problem, 1898-1918. By Frederick Chamberlain. 240 
pp. His. Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 1913. $1.50. 7%x5. 
The author is thoroughly in sympathy with the former Philippine policy of 
our government, which, in 1898-1913, wrought so many changes among the islands 
and so vastly improved conditions in respect of government, health, education, 
public improvements, etc. It is one of the best small books that have been. 



